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holes it wa# almost impossible for an nﬂm or n.qmn

to handle more than half a dogen men, : :
liajor Watkins and Cept, Clarke however ani!nt&id't'f
 party of sll Regiments and went for Hillers Housesi.
Parties went round either flsnk end the nmp eve y
surrendered. This side show produced shout l@ pr
 After this the advance was very slow and &inal;’
cemé® to a standstlill on a line shout 400 1nwﬂi sh.trﬂil
of the main roade I'rom all acoounts ths'mcigas qr the
advance stopplng was the awful conditlon of thﬂ ‘grounds
It was abgolutely out teo bite and impoasﬁblc_guw thg .
offisers to handle the Companies and they had got
1 dlsorganised, Also the steppege at Millers Houses had
brought the Battallon ian Support in amahgst s and these
‘bogether with units from the Division on the 1aft

eompleted the disorganisatlon,

Hajor Wetlins, thevefowc, determined te dlg in where

he was. This was at about 12 neoon, Touch was Eatnﬁd with
- the £¢th Division aid the Ess-x amd & lime of posts put
oube ] ‘

The Bettallon was im the 1ime sll that night and
conditlons were very bad, Shell holesz were half £ull eof
water, The men had ne cover and it was bitterly cold,
Towards morning lajor Watkins was wounded hy e stray
bullet through the right arm end went down, This left
Captain Martia in command. He was wounded abeut four
hours later by a plece of shrapnol in the back and
Gaptadn Clarke took over command of the battclion,

The Bosche Tor some reason made no counter attacks
et all, but was very active with his apipers, The only
method of movement wasg serlesg of kangdroo like leaps
from sjhell hole to shell holée which meant landing in
agbout a feot od mgﬁdy water overy tinme,

The Battalion were 21111 in the front on the
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Yt Mm to Redan Gmpo m Rifle mm w:*
2 ./ the lime to take our places and were at:"""'*

July 1915. e were at!kachod to the lltp ‘
~while, The lst arrivels at Redan Camp tp#! our &
Glarke at ebout midmight end the Battalien egan b
| eome into Camp at abmtan;uc‘hOotmmm'ﬁiNM‘
_” with the Battalion were Capt. Glarke and M;, I.N : :

Meedonald 1.¥. 3nd Its, Gilmour, Lloyd, Ba.wch mw,|
and Cart, Huxtable M,Ce the m;w
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kebruary 5th 1918,

About this timn & new organisatlon came inte boiag;
Three Battelions per Brigade, This led to mumerous |
Battalions In the B,E.F, being split up and other Battnss
belng transferred. The Dukes were taken fram‘thn 12th
Brigede andput into the 10th Brigsd e.

Organisat ~on of the loth, 1lth and 12th Bnigndos is

e R s -

nov e
10th Brigede, - Seaforths,
Seaforths, Warwicks,
Warwiocks., Household Battallomn,
. Dukes, 3/10th ¥lddlesex Reghe
11th Brigade ,
Hanta,
Hants, ' R.B's,
R.B's, Semergets,
Somerset Light Iaf, Kagt Lanes,
121'.11, Brigade,
' King's owm. - -
Eing's Own R.L.Regt. Lans Fuse. ‘
2nd Lan. Fus, Esgex,
2nd Hesex. Tukes

Toldluasneueanaaaasuy
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Prior to the commemcement Of the w: offenatve |
| oniarch 21st the 4th Division hed for some time beem
 holding the line South of the Searpe, After a portod

of vest the Division relieved the Guards MM-
On March 19th $he Battalion relfeved the lst Bm, Beots
Guards at St. Jaurent-Blangy; one Company !ﬁ! Cos
{Capt. G.H,Strange) going romw't'o Lemon Trench,
When twe days latew, the battle opened on the 5th Army
fronmt all ranks folt that the enemy would sttempt ﬁ
retake the Fampoux Ridge and wmm, whether they had
taken part in its capture on April 9th 1917, or no, felt
confiident In stopring him, The stand which the Battm
made on Farch 28tk will always be famous and will
rank with the greatest achfevments of the Regiment.Ihe
Germen sttack was launched on both banks of the Scarpej 1
4t was pmcéedad by an intenege bomberdment and it was
\ pressed bravely with grest detormination, Its 'éb_Jm
wag the gapture of Arias and the Vimy Ridge.

Tn the following brdef sccount it is well nighf
imposslible to nsme many individual heroes and it is
equally impossible to do justiece to the fallen. The
herofanm of Cassidy and his Company and the subsequent
registance which "B" o, under Howarth and "D" Co, undew
Stange offefed - alded ag they were most gallantly in tk
the thick of the fight by "C" Co. 1st Eing's Omm Regh
(Capt.‘ JPritehard,ii,C.) were entirely responsible for
the bloody repulse wWhich the onemy shistained,

It 2a. hoped -;-.ai the sccompanying map will make the
account clear, { &;

3§ verch 28th the 2nd Issex Reghte hel
' ' i

On the moraing

the TFrent linej nc pen can do justice to thelr herolc
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attack and made possible the subsequent defence, The
Battalion was in Support and the lst King's Own Regt,
in Reserve, At 3 l.ﬂ;_ an intense bombardment opened

of both artillery and trench mortars. At sbout 5:30 u*'ld
the 56th Division on our left flank sent up the 5,0,8,

and 8t 6380 a.n, the enemy was reported to be cutging M
the wire on our Brigade front, Our Fromt Line extended

from Civil Averue - Costa Alley some thousend yards
in front of the 2nd Systems At abeut 7:30 a.m, the
attack was launched., The Bosche made slow progress and
suffered heavy losges but by 9 a.m. the Hssex were
overwhelmed by sheer weight of mumbers and the enemy
with our front aystem &n his hands, ot oma"pmqod ‘his
attack upon our Seeond which fell soon aft;orlam -
Line Cadlz - Calf « Chalk « Chicken,

The dispositions of the Battalion were ’::.

nye Go. Humid end Qivil Trenches, “
"B" Co. Fudson end Hydersbad Trenches,
Ro" go Trent Trench,

"p" Go. Horry and Hussar Trenches.

This was a switch 1ime and had been eon@tructod for
Right flenk defencej consequently the full %aroo of
the attack mow fell upon "A" Co, It was entirely owing
to their splendld resistence that the enemy was unable
to turn the Joft flank of the Division, |

Up to this time the eneny héd succeedsd_lafgolr _
owing to the faet that our Arilllery were 9§cnpg&ng
fresh positions, necessitated by our withdrawals, South
of the Scarpe, and were unable to provide an sffective
barrage and the Germans were able te briag up ro;
inforcements and Field Guns 1@ full view éver ihdltop
of Greenland Hill, | Loy

Finding that he could maka}littlc hea&wa; ig:’.,.n

he now took every advantage of| our numerous corpmnivad
" Wi 1%, Caled
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and Civil Avenues in large mumbers. By about 10 asme
he borbed his wey imto the junction of Humid and Harry
Tpenches teking "A" Co, in the rear and separating them
from "D" Co. ‘

Casgldy had already suffered heavy casualties « his
supply of bombs was almost exhausted and he could not

" pe-establish touch with Stange and in addition lavge
numbers of the enery were coming up on his left flank.
At about 10:30 a.m. he was practieally surrounded end he
saw that he could only extricate his Company by a
withdrawal seross the open to the lime Tremt - Hyderabad
Trenches, He went up and down the lime gheering and
encouraging his men and fell whilat organising this
movenent, Heron was seen to fall a few minmutes later
and lastly, Butler-Bowden. Not more than 6 of the Cempany
esgaped unwounded, The enemy made repeated strong
. bombing sttacks up Musser Tremch which were all repulsed

by "B* and "D" Cos. N R

The 11th Brigede on cur right hed fought with great
gallantry but were compelled to fall back owing to the
situation South of the River, At Noom the Lime was
egtablished in Trent - Hyderabad e Favana Trenches. At
dusk 2n order to comform with the 1lth Brigade we ree
established ourselves on the line Trent - Fudson = Stoke
Trenches,

The dispositions of the Reglment were now =

"o" (o, and about 50 survivors of the Esgex Regt.Trent
Trenclk,

"p" Co. suee cosne Tripoll Trench,
"E" Go, and "C" Co. lat King's Own Regt.Mudson & Steke T
At dawn on lthe 291.11 the enemy made 2 further
determined borbirg attack on fudson Tremch, He was
pulaed by "B" Co. whc captured one prisoner of 189th
I.R Rﬁsto and one Maohine Gun., Ancother lMachine Gun was

captured by "D" Co. ]
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" Capt. S.0lazke HeCoy Jolned with log reinforcements,

On 30th the enemy repeated his borbing atteck with
g:nat determination nnh with mo better success, For 48
hours these two alhu‘ mm withstood his w
efforts and he was mb:.; %o make a yard of pmm

On the night 30/31st th¢ 1st King's Own Regt, relfeved
the Battallion In the Ftﬁn& Lina -and the Regiment moved
into Support Misgouri mmmmmmu
Effie Trenches, ;,-._

One Company of the Es’d‘g Regte Jolned the Battalion
on 3lat under 2nd, It Styndm This Company relieved
"B" Coe in Miszglasippt Wh and m.r held Stoke TrenhM
most gallantly, 5

Brigadier General E.A;$qgan, DeSe0s nhg mich against

his will been forced te mom his wm\m Lemen
Trench to the Rallway mmt at St.la -

On the night of the 28th the Ro;:nut. formed e Joﬂ‘
Headquarters. with the lst King's Own Regte. at the oﬁa
Brigade Headquarters and during the followling days af
inter Battallion relief wntil the Brigade was relleved by
Reglments of the lst Cenedian Division on 7Ttk April., The
lst King's Own Regt. showed kindness and consiferation

such as it will be impossible for any one of us ever te
Torgets The Signallers were beyond all praise as'glad
the Heedquarters and Company Rummers snd cormuniastion
was malntained to Companies throughout the operations, The
thanks of the Battalion are once again due to Majordﬂ.
Bowes, D.S.0e Licut, A,R,Topping and the N,0.0%s and men
on their respective staffs, Retions wero brought up usder
severe conditionsg aﬁd under heavy shell fire with uifaile
ing regularity,
iuch regret is feli at losing our lMedical Officer,

Capte LeLittle, M,0.ReCe, UsSelo) His work and that of the

Battalion Stretchey Bearara, ssp#ciallr No 434906 PtObienol,
HoMe, was simply magnificents We wish the formey a . spaedy
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