the national archives

(c) crown copyright



EJJ.H,Orchard and all went well m‘thn day. 2nd i.t, Dy
Blore relisved 2nd It, E, Halstead at 3 Pefte and at 'hﬁx
Peite the enemy raided the left peost for the: uooqftﬁo but
was driven off with 1.8, fire, The enemy persistently
threatened the left flonk and I asked tho Aw for
suppert from "C" Co, as owing to the ﬂM thov eﬂu not
render any assistance from the &.W. lide of thq\ r!.vcr.ﬂ '
8 pems Capte G N.Stange ¥,C., sont & mt_!?l lng the
bridge at Je2640405440 and they pu-brontdl;:dtﬂu ﬂho night
from my left poat at J.26,0,5.6¢ te the aﬁu.co gate at
T426404348, This patrol wes withdrawn st deylights

2nd Tty 1.7,0,0rchard relieved 2nd Lte D.Blorve .ﬁ- 8 pa
and 2nd Tt, E.Halstead relieved 2nd E.J,H.OPchard at 5 a.m
the Sth, At 5110 eeme 8 heavy bombardment started and at
5:45 a.m, thhe barrage lifted and the right post was
raided, but was successfully repulsed, the Bosche seutiter-
ing before our 1.3, fire in dieorder, leaving behind rifles
equipment and an sutomatlc reiding gun. .

“In repelling this attack Pte, Turner showed great
co@lness when about to be bayonsted, gresping tm bayonet
with his hand end warding off the pelnt, One men threw bm;
with good effect from A A Poat, Pte, Bajrmre got his L.@,
into actlion by olimbing out of.h:!.a post and placing his
gun on the bank side, ;

The above was a&an attempt by the Fun fo cut off the
post by sttacking from under the bank., 2nd Tt, D, ,Blore
relieved 2nd It. D Halatead at 8 a.m, At 9 Aem, 2 staad:
bombardment started and was kept wp thronr;hout. the whole
daye At 2 pafts 2nd Lt .E.J.HOrcherd relicved 2nd Lite Dy
Blore and from 3 peie 20 7 Deme the bombardment was increw
aged to drum fire, During this period all commuieation
between the forwsrd pesitions and Compmy H.Qe were oubt off
Judging from the intensity of the bomhardmlmnt I thought an

attack was fmminent, so orde a atand to at Compamy H.Qe

and prepared to dedl with ain:s' attw ke . ! Y
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_g At ?tlﬁﬁﬁh the barrage mdmmm.'l
2nd Ite E.J.H.Orchard thinking the time had come, stood
te, and had no soonsr dome so, when two Huns were ween
approscning from the wire around Sellly.Five wes opensd §
on them and direcily after Inn eneny MG, w fire '
! from our vright flank, et the seme time a party of Huns
were seen approsching under cover of the bank.
: Another party was observed creeping forward with the
e intentlion of a fromtal attaek, they were in extended
- orders 2nd. Ibs B,J.H,Orchard fired the 5,0,8, end
i S inetently the ertillery put down & good bamgo. A1l
. L,G8s opened fire and 2nd Tt. De Blove with 15 Platess
moved across the valley in extended owder, havimg & heavy
barrage to pass through, He successfully reinforesd 2ud,
It. BeleHeOrchard on the far aide of the river, 2nd It
E.Halstead with 13 Platoon moved acress the valley and
took up 2 position in shell holes én olose suppert to
2nd Tt, EoJ7.H,0rchard and 2nd Lte D.Blowes

During thia-attack Pto%.nuyd, 2nd Lt. Orchard's
rnnﬁer ddd very good servise, and though badly shaken
and suffering slightly from ges, he vefused to leave
his Officer, Pinally me brought a message back to Co.H.Qs
reporting that thé asttack hed been repulsed, without the

i

¢nemy having gained a footheld in the positions,

After the attack when things had been reorganised, tﬁ
forwerd positiona were held by three platoons and en oup
loft Cante. "G,N,5tange, M,C., sent 2nd Tie D.A.Nickiom
with No,OnPlatoen to establish posts on either side of -
the alulce gate, Then in pesition the 8th Fisld o R.Ee

' endeavoured to erect a bridge acvess the slulce zates, .54
'mrb owing to the pough state of the siuice wells and the
‘da;;th of the water it wmas Cfound impossible teo complote

‘the werk that night. At daybreak the posts were withe
dm,gn by the bridge at J.26,0.65,40,

o + L rom (2 18 GIH
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Stange, M,0. and placed them on the woad at :.s&m
They were to deal with may of the mem
the bank at J.Bsd.a.é. "'T deHebe

‘When things had mmnumurmnmw
2nd Tt T.Halstesd took over,

The bombardment censed after the ntt“k. ‘lmt dﬁrhg
the night enemy patrols twice attumteﬁ to uﬂ the
left post, but were cdriven off, " :

My men having had little rest and M sleep Mu
the tour and having suffered terrific bm were
very fatigued, so I asksd H,Q, for a mnaf. The Adjutant's
cheery reply was o hang on Tor that night ss we kmew the |
gituation and 1t would net be any good pnttifng.m troops i
inte that position in the dark, - he would sond up two
platoons frem "A" Co, te help next day,

L% B aente 6th 2nd Lte EJJ.H.Orchard and Welizhanley from
"A" Ceoe along with two fresh platoons from "A" Go. pelieved
2rd Its. D,Blore and E.Halstead,

- A% 7130 a.m,e the Bﬂgadier'visited the rcm;'rd.wu

and expressed his apprrecilation fer the way the mén had
held on to the position, ; A 6

At 8 a.m. 2nd Tt, 5,T7.H,0rchard crawled out and socured
identification frem a Besche N,0,0, who had biey kflled
during the attack, I :  :

At 11 asm. 2nd, Lts.D.,Blore and FE.Halstead ralie%‘a_d
2nd TA8e T.J H,0rchard end W, E.Aehloy. At the same timm
& heavy bombsrdment started and it was not until two hours
later that they were able to ¢ross the bridge and then at
great rislk, . .

At 11:30 aune 2nd Lte DeBlore was severely wounded amnd
only with great diffieculty and risk waz he safely tsken
te the aid rost, \

The bombardment was kept u#: until 7 peite When it ceased
The intensity of the bomharﬂme#\'t. can be judged from the

V\B'/‘&B?fso"f shells all of a heqvjl' calibre, Image Reference:60



From 1 « 1130 pems | 76 ghells bupst,
From 1:30 = 2:5 pane 118 " .
From 2:6 « 4 pem, , 140 " "

The heaviest aepéﬁaimunn was 35 in § mimutes,

2nd Lt. B.Helsteed during the bombardment showed grest
coolness and ohodrﬁlﬁeas, and throughout kept communieatiom
by visual with ccmpan;b' HeQo

At 7 pems 2nd Lt.-'IE.a‘.H.orchard relieved £, Hastead ul
succeasfully handed ofar" the outpoats :u.né to the Cehadian
Secottiah,. _ ] ;; : |

During the three days in this positidn the bridges were
damaged repeatedly and much ean be said for the way in m

the R,E's carried out thefr werk under such trying conditd
ions.
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The following wire was peceived from XXII Gorps on Gth
ootober 1918 1o psy |

"rhe Corps GComme: der wishes you te comvey hig ¢ "
lations to all Officers, N.Gma and men ‘_t‘{ho mm
have been established NYorth and Ragt of the Tringuis Brook
Canal on their successful repulse of varicus eremy attacks
AAA Their bold aetion snd tenaeity in stleking to these posts

has been of the greatest value in deceiving the enemy as to

our intentions," - } R i
Signed) J.Stanley Rogérs, Capt, :
for Lt, Celanalz General Stkfr;i&h-nivilitﬁ;-
8th October 1918, . Sk

MOJO | {(2né Tanceshire Pusiliers,)
Qe137 Gltho

Pollowing received from ZIZ0 timed 1115 begins AAA Following
addregsed G.0,0. ZI70 timed 0980 has been recoelved from
Corrs.Alh The Corps Commander wishes you te convey his cone
gratulations to all Offlcers N.C,0's and men of the pesta
which hag been established N.and E., of the Tringuils Brook
Canal om their successglul repulse of enemy attucks AAA

bold actieon and tensciiy in sticking te their posts has beenm
of the great velue in decelving the enemy as t0 our intene
tions AAA enda, Addreased Unlis Peno,

Quake (12th Infantrf Prigade)s 1310,

MOTOe fand Lancaphire Puasiliers).
G 0130. . S'bh.

Pleage convey te &)l ranks concermed Brigade (ormanders
congratulationa for splendid endurance and defemce shewa by
the garrisons of the posts Herth ef the Trinquis_Brook.

Quakes (12th Infantry Brigede).

4Eh Dive N0eGels 7£§§a
12tk Infentry Briged oo -

Pleage econvey to the 0,0, 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers and
those who took part in establishing posis acress the river
in J.264c, My appreciation of their good work, _

Tt 48 a very valuable position to gain snd ahowed very
conglderable enterprise en the part ef thdse concerned,

&th Qctober 1918, (slgned) G.Lipsett, Major General,

Commanding 4th Divislon,

2, \-.
zm .;.nan. l'm. II b
rigade Commander has|much pleasure in forwarding
the abeove message from the DiTiaional Cormapder,
(stgned) | D.McCellum, Capt. Bde, Najor,
12Fh Inf*ntry Brigade.
i 1

5/10/18.
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